01/07/2008

New fiscal stimuli to benefit companies active in research and development 
Since 01/07/2008 new fiscal stimuli have been introduced to benefit companies located on Belgian territory that are active in research and development. Exemption from withholding tax for employers of researchers has increased from 50 % (25 % in some cases) to 65 %. In fact, this measure puts researchers employed in the private sector on the same footing as those in the public sector, i.e. those employed by universities, colleges and foundations, who have enjoyed exemption for 2 years already.  The objective is to encourage investment and employment in scientific research by making wage costs competitive with those in neighbouring countries. As a result of this new fiscal stimulus the cost of a researcher in Belgium will drop by 10 to 12 %. This measure comes on top of the 80% tax exemption on income from patents, which came into force last year. This reduces fiscal pressure in Belgium from 33.99 to 6.8 %. An international promotion campaign was launched at the end of September. It will endeavour to improve Belgium’s visibility as an investment country by highlighting the most recent fiscal stimuli for R&D (http://www.investinbiopharma.be).  
See also :

http://minfin.fgov.be/portail1/fr/presse/Mesures010708.pdf
01/07/2008
BASF considering 1 billion euro investment in Antwerp
The Chairman of BASF Antwerp, Harald Schwager, has announced in De Tijd newspaper that BASF is considering a 1 billion euro investment in Antwerp. BASF is researching a project to extract gas from coal. Used in the production of various chemical products, vast quantities of gas are consumed by BASF Antwerp, which is now by far the largest consumer of natural gas in Belgium, with 0.6 billion cubic metres annually, or 3.5 % of Belgian consumption. The Antwerp plant is seen as the most logical location for this project because coal can be imported cheaply through the port. The Antwerp plant of the multinational chemical group has recently overtaken Ludwigshafen in volume, with an annual chemical production of 8 million tons. 
See also:

http://www.enerzine.com/12/3148+Procede-d-extraction-de-gaz-naturel-de-charbon-GNC+.html
and 

http://www.tijd.be/nieuws/ondernemingen_energie/BASF_denkt_aan_investering_1_miljard_euro_in_Antwerpen.7835221-432.art
04/07/2008

Walloon exports increase in 2007 

In 2007 Walloon exports increased by 8.4%, the same rate of increase as German exports in the same period. Exports from the Walloon Region to the European Union (82% of the total) increased by 10.5 %, whilst exports to France rose as much as 13.3 %.  France continues to be Walloon companies’ biggest customer (28 % of the total).  Exports to China grew by 30 %, those to India and Brazil by 28 %, and exports to Russia by 8 %. This trend also extended to exports to the new EU member states, since exports to Slovakia, for example, rose by 56 %, exports to Poland by 28 % and exports to the Czech Republic by 24 %. At the sectoral level, it should be noted that exports in the field of steel and metallurgy, the heavyweights of Walloon exports (23 % of the total), have gone up by 14 %. Bearing in mind the situation in the steel market, this favourable tendency should continue this year. 
See also :

http://www.awex.be/awex/FR/Secondaire/2Statistiques/1Chiffres/01Comjoct/
08/07/2008

Belgium one of the biggest investors in the BRIC countries
Of the 27 EU member states, Belgium is one of the biggest investors in the BRIC countries (Brazil, Russia, India, and China). A survey by Eurostat shows that Belgian companies invest mainly in Russia and China. Belgian investments in Russia doubled (€ 958 million in 2007). In China, too, there was a marked increase in investments (€ 369 million). India seems to be less important for Belgian companies at the moment, with € 28 million. In Brazil there was a disinvestment of € 139 million. Eurostat gives no details on which companies have invested where. 
See also :
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-SF-08-064/EN/KS-SF-08-064-EN.PDF
10/07/2008

Belgian dredging group DEME scoops up new contract in the Middle East 
Belgian dredging group DEME has scooped up a contract to expand Port Rashid in Dubai in a joint venture with Boskalis. It is the second giant contract the Belgian dredger has won in the Middle East in the space of two months. Port Rashid is the oldest port in Dubai. DEME and Boskalis will extend the port and reclaim land from the sea. Real estate developer Nakheel will put up buildings for 200,000 people on the new site. The project is worth € 390 billion and will last 2.5 years. Port Rashid is DEME’s 5th big project in the Gulf in the last 3 years, after Pearl Qatar Island, Al Raha Beach in Abu Dhabi, and the artificial islands Al Marjan and Al Dana in the nearby emirate, Ras-al-Khaimah. Apart from the Middle East, DEME is also very active in Europe, South America and Africa. India and Australia are becoming increasingly important too. 
See also : 
http://www.deme.be/Press/press_item.asp?iID=95
and
http://www.boskalis.com/nieuws.php?itemID=1034&pageID=62

12/07/2008

A leader in renewable energy, Belgian company Vyncke wins new orders from all over the world 
A leader in renewable energy, Harelbeke-based Belgian company Vyncke gets orders from all over the world. Its turnover has doubled in just 3 years, from € 18.6 million in 2004 to € 38.5 million last year. Vyncke is building a new factory in Pascov, in the Czech Republic, that will be equipped with a biomass power station to provide heating for itself and its neighbours on the same industrial estate. There will be a test installation for new fuels as well. Vyncke hopes the new factory will be operational in 2010. The company manufactures the majority of components for its power stations worldwide in the Czech Republic. Vyncke has also got an order from Dubai. As Dubai takes it for granted that oil and gas production will be finite, it wants to be a leader in renewable energy now. It therefore spends a lot of money on wind and solar energy. The order for the construction of two biomass installations comes from a paper manufacturer, Union Paper Mill (UPM), a subsidiary of the Mahy Khoory group. The two installations, which will generate both heat and electricity, will replace the existing diesel-fuelled boilers. The boilers will produce up to 40 tons of steam an hour, which is necessary for the production of paper, while at the same time generating 0.5 MW of electricity. 
See also :
http://www.vyncke.be/
12/07/2008

Exports evolve favourably in 2007

The Belgian National Institute of Statistics (NIR/ICN) has released the export figures for 2007. Flemish exports went up (in value) by 6.9 % to € 191 billion. Walloon exports climbed 4 % to 40.8 billion, while exports from Brussels fell by 18.6 % to € 4.7 billion, mainly as a result of the cutbacks at VW Vorst. Flanders’ share of total Belgian exports rose to nearly 81 %. The Flemish export agency Flanders Investment & Trade (FIT) analysed the NIR/ICN figures in more detail. They show that Flemish exports to non-European countries increased by 9.9% last year and by 6 % to EU countries. The 12 new EU countries account for the largest increase with nearly 21 %. Especially high are Bulgaria (plus 59%) and Latvia (plus 44%). Exports to Poland went up sharply, too (plus 23%). Poland is now the 10th most important export country. Exports to far-flung destinations are gaining in importance. Last year 12% more exports went to the BRIC countries (Brazil, Russia, India and China). And, despite the strong position of the Euro compared to the dollar, exports to the Americas experienced a healthy 11.7% growth. Exports to the US, which account for nearly three quarters of Flemish exports to the Americas, rose by 13.7 %. An extra 14.2 % was exported to South America last year. Exports to Africa were up 11 %. Chemicals and pharmaceuticals, as well as transport materials, continue to be the major export sectors. The increase in base metals, which currently makes up 10% of total Flemish exports is especially noticeable. Exports of food products, synthetics, machines and electrical materials also grew more than average in 2007. 
See also : 

http://www.flanderstrade.be/site/wwwnl.nsf/vattachments/Nieuwsbrief/$File/AnalyseVlaamseUitvoer2007.pdf
16/07/2008

Developments in the labour market favourable 
In the first quarter of 2008 more than 4.45 million people were employed in Belgium. Compared to the first quarter of 2007 employment opportunities grew by 2.3 %, especially for women over 50 (+9.2 %), according to the Belgian Federal Ministry for Economics’ Study on Employment for the first quarter of 2008. Employment opportunities have remained at the same high level they were at in the fourth quarter of 2007, when 4,443,000 people were at work. Compared to the same period last year the total working population grew by 2.3 %. In the first quarter of 2008 there were on average 338,000 unemployed. This has stabilised compared to the fourth quarter of 2007. In comparison with the first quarter of 2007 a reduction in unemployment of nearly 10 % has been reported. Here, too, the drop in unemployment amongst women has been stronger (-14.8 %) than amongst men (-4.9 %).

See too : 

http://www.statbel.fgov.be/press/pr122_fr.pdf
17/07/2008

Good results for the port of Antwerp
In the first six months of 2008 the port of Antwerp handled 8.1 % more goods than in the same period last year. Goods turnover exceeded 96 million tons. Container traffic rose by 12 % to 52 million containers.  The Deurganck dock did especially well with 39 % growth. Bulk goods handling rose by a good 9 % in the first half of 2008. Crude oil (+34 %), ores (+27.8 %) and coal (+22.8 %) are the most striking leaders. Antwerp has also strengthened its position as a distribution hub for chemical products, with a growth in chemicals of just over 8 %. Furthermore, fruit handling was up slightly (+1.7 %) and in the previous six months 506,501 cars were loaded and unloaded (+5.7 %). Finally, the number of sea-going vessels that put into the port of Antwerp rose by 2.6 % to 8,381. 

See also : 

http://www.portofantwerp.com/
17/07/2008

Brussels Capital Region to make investment climate even more attractive for foreign technology firms 
The Brussels Region has many technology firms and enormous international potential. The number of foreign investments in Brussels is on the rise. In 2007 foreign technology firms invested some € 180 million in the Brussels Region. The Brussels government’s Plan for International Development is intended to make the investment climate even more attractive. But Agoria, the federation of the technological industry in Belgium, has recommended Brussels work to improve economic conditions still further and use its technological image and high-tech services to attract new investments. In fact, foreign companies account for 90 % of the jobs in the Brussels technology sector. This foreign presence ensures 27,810 jobs. In the ICT sector (93 %), the production sector and related services (90 %) and the maintenance and installation companies (100 %) the employment rate of foreign companies in the Brussels Region is very high. 
See also :
http://www.agoria.be/s/p.exe/WService=WWW/webextra/prg/izContentWeb?sessionlid=1&ENewsID=48853&TopicID=4072
18/07/2008

Important contract for CFE in the Netherlands
The Belgian construction group CFE has once again won an important public works contract in the Netherlands. Combinatie Cromme Lijn, a joint venture partnership made up of CFE, Dura Vermeer and Haverkort Voormolen TBI Infra, has been contracted by Prorail to carry out the first phase of the redevelopment of the area around Delft railway station. The total value of the Delft Spoorzone project comes to more than € 350 million. CFE has a one third stake in this. The project comprises the construction of a 2,300 metre long railway tunnel and station, a public transport hub, an underground car park for 650 vehicles, and the partial preparation of the railway zone for construction and habitation. Preparatory work will start in August. Construction of the railway tunnel will start in the second half of 2009. The station and first two tracks should be ready by 2013.
See also :

http://www.cfe.be/cfe/ewcm.nsf/_/DB5FA86262EAED30C1257489004DECEC?OpenDocument
20/07/2008

Air traffic in Belgium up by 6 % in first half of 2008 
Air traffic in Belgium was up by 6 % between January and June 2008 compared to the same period last year. A total of 581,225 'units' were recorded, according to statistics from Belgocontrol, the autonomous public enterprise responsible for air traffic safety in Belgian civil airspace and public airports in Belgium. The increase was highest at the regional airports. The number of movements went up from 140,000 to 151,000 (+7.6%). In Charleroi the counter stopped at 50,600 movements, in Ostend there were 38,200. In Antwerp 36,800 movements were recorded and in Liege-Bierset 25,500. In Zaventem the increase is currently 3.8 %, with 133,000 units. As for the other movements in air traffic controlled by air traffic controllers from CANAC (Computer Assisted National Air Traffic Control Center), a 6.2 % increase, to 296,000 movements, was recorded during the first six months of 2008.

See also : 
http://www.belgocontrol.be/
30/07/2008

Important contract for Besix construction group in the United Arab Emirates 
The Belgian construction group Besix has signed an important contract for the construction of two water purification installations in the United Arab Emirates. The agreement is worth € 525 million and covers the financing, design, construction and operation of the installations. Besix will build the purification installations in Abu Dhabi and Al Ain with the French specialist Veolia Environment. Besix will take charge of the constructional part of the project and will also participate in the operation of the installations. The construction should be finished within 2 and half years. The installation in Abu Dhabi will have a capacity of 300,000 cubic metres of water per day, the one in Al Ain 130,000 cubic metres. The purified water will be used for the irrigation of the green zones in the two cities.

See also :

http://www.besix.com/en/news/Detail.aspx?id=155
01/08/2008

Unemployment continues to fall in Flanders 
Unemployment continues to fall in Flanders. At the end of July 2008 there were 186,530 unemployed job-seekers in Flanders. One year earlier there were still 202,300 or 7.8 % more, according to the monthly report of the Flemish Employment Agency, VDAB. In June the fall in unemployment was still 5.9 % on an annual basis. The unemployment rate – the proportion of job-seekers to the work force – is currently 6.52 %. In July 2007 it was still 7.16 %. Male unemployment comes to 5.51 % and female to 7.75 %.

See also : 

http://arvastat.vdab.be/nwwz/index2.htm
04/08/2008

Fall in unemployment in Brussels Capital Region 
Unemployment in Brussels has dropped. The Brussels Region had 91,850 unemployed job-seekers at the end of July 2008, a drop of 2.9 % compared to the end of July 2007, according to the employment service Actiris. A drop has been recorded for both men and women. There is also a fall in job-seekers aged under 25 and in long-term unemployed (-8.6 % and -5.6% respectively) on an annual basis.

See also : 

http://www.actiris.be
04/08/2008

Drop in unemployment in Wallonia
Unemployment in Wallonia has fallen. At the end of July 2008 14.7 % of the Walloon work force was looking for work; in July 2007 it was still 15.7 %, according to figures from Forem, the Walloon employment service.
See also : 

http://www.leforem.be/wcs/ExtBlobServer/Situation_MDEW_0708_blobcol=urlvalue&blobtable=DocPar_Mungo&blobkey=id&blobheadername1=Content-Type&blobwhere=1215681353431&blobheadervalue1=application-pdf.pdf
04/08/2008

Brussels Airport ever more important for freight transport 

Brussels Airport is becoming an ever bigger player in the freight traffic market. The ACI (Airports Council International) World Airport Traffic Report 2007 shows that Brussels is the 6th largest freight airport in Europe and ranks 26th worldwide, thanks to an 11 % growth in cargo traffic to nearly 750,000 tons. If only international freight traffic is taken into the equation the national airport moves up into 20th place, with a good 737,000 ton.
See also :

http://www.aci.aero/cda/aci_common/display/main/aci_content07_c.jsp?zn=aci&cp=1-5-54-4819_666_2__
13/08/2008

Good results for Brussels Airport, according to Macquarie

Brussels Airport has a good half year behind it. Operating profit in the first six months of 2008 rose by 12.8 % to 92.6 million euros. Turnover shot up by 7.6 % to 185.5 million euros, according to the owner of Brussels Airport, the Australian investment company Macquarie. These excellent figures are due largely to the growth of air traffic, which increased by 10.5 %, thanks mainly to the arrival of the Indian airline company Jet Airways, which has made Brussels Airport its European hub. Apart from that, operational costs were kept under control, rising 1.1 % in the first half year. 
See also : 

http://www.asx.com.au/asxpdf/20080801/pdf/31bhhct868g1cm.pdf
20/08/2008

Much foreign interest in tunnelling beneath Antwerp’s central station
Antwerpen-Centraal is more than a train station. The tunnel under the city and the historic station building is so amazing that foreign railway companies are queuing up for the services of Belgian Eurostation, a subsidiary of the Belgian National Railway Company, NMBS/SNCB. The company is currently cooperating on a similar project in Moscow. Above the tracks of Kievsky station, about 6 km (3.7 miles) from the Kremlin, a gigantic complex is being built, with offices, hotels, shopping centres, car parks and a park, which will take up an area of 2.4 million square metres (25.8 million square feet) all together. This is not Eurostation’s first foreign experience. It has already designed a bus station in Jamaica and is also active in Romania. 
See also :

http://www.eurostation.be/home_0.html?lang=0
20/08/2008

Dredging International scoops up large contract in the United Kingdom 
Dredging International, part of the dredging group DEME, has won a contract worth 400 million pounds sterling (a good 500 million euros) to construct a new container terminal on the Thames, near London. DEME will work with Laing O'Rourke Infrastructure Limited on the London Gateway Port development project. This deep-water container port will be accessible to the largest container ships with a cargo capacity of more than 12,000 containers. The work will include construction of a 1,300 metre (4,265 foot) quay wall and must be completed within a period of 60 months, in other words by mid 2013. DEME will deploy a considerable number of its fleet of large dredgers for the operations, dredging 30 million cubic metres (1 billion cubic feet) from the Thames over a distance of about 100 km (62 miles). Work will start early in 2009. The contract awarded to DEME, is the first in a project worth 1.5 billion pounds sterling. DEME has called it "another major breakthrough" for its position in Great Britain.
See also : 

http://www.deme.be/Press/press_item.asp?iID=100
25/08/2008

Unemployment in Belgium drops

Figures from Belgium’s National Employment Office (NEO) show that Belgian unemployment has fallen. The number of people receiving unemployment benefit in Belgium dropped to 389,747 in July 2008, a reduction of 10,394 compared to the month of June. On an annual basis the number fell by 43,804. The drop is noticeable in all Regions of the country: 8.1% in the Walloon Region, 13.4% in the Flemish Region and 9.1% in the Brussels Capital Region. The number of unemployed males receiving benefits fell in Belgium by 20,074 on an annual basis to 193,724. The number of unemployed females went down by 23,730 to 196,023. In July 2008 the NEO paid benefits to 57,339 unemployed job seekers under the age of 25, that is 7,942 fewer than during the same month a year earlier. The Flemish Region contributed to this reduction with -17.7%, the Walloon Region with -8.7% and the Brussels Capital Region with -14.2%. The number of unemployed that have been receiving benefits for at least 2 years was down to 201,734 in July, 28,218 fewer than in July 2007 – a drop of 12.3%. 

See also : 

http://www.rva.be/D_new/Press/Mededelingen/2008_08_25/StatFR.pdf
02/09/2008

4,200 new jobs in the technological industry during first year of notional interest deduction

Since 2006 companies based in Belgium have been able to deduct a fictitious interest from their equity base, the so-called notional interest deduction. A study carried out by Jozef Konings, economics professor at the Catholic University of Leuven (KUL), for the sectoral organisation Agoria, indicates that an extra 4,200 jobs were created in the technological industry during the year following the introduction of the notional interest deduction. Konings sees various reasons for this important positive impact on the technological industry – the cost-effectiveness and therefore also the fiscal advantage is relatively high for this sector; the technological industry comprises a comparatively large number of big companies, which make more use of the notional interest deduction etc.

See also : 

http://www.unizo.be/notionele_intrestaftrek/
03/09/2008

Belgian export of polished diamonds up by 25 %

 

Belgian exports of polished diamonds rose 25 % from January to July 2008 compared to the same period in 2007. 5,646,813 carats, worth US $ 7,993,860,039, were exported.

See also : 

http://www.diamondintelligence.com/magazine/magazine.aspx?id=6850
04/09/2008

Toyota invests € 80 million to expand its research and development centre in Zaventem

The Japanese car manufacturer Toyota is investing € 80 million to expand its European research and development centre in Zaventem, having already invested € 75 million there in 2006. At the Toyota Motor Europe Technical Centre in Zaventem vehicles have been developed and adapted to suit the requirements and tastes of the European market since 1987. It currently employs around 800 people and will require another 250 or so in the next 2 years. Thanks to this investment the number of employees at the research centre will rise to over 1000. Including those in Diest, Evere, Zaventem and Zeebrugge, Toyota has more than 3000 employees in Belgium.

See also :

http://www.just-auto.com/article.aspx?id=95898
06/09/2008

Belgium has the largest number of millionaires

Of all the countries in Europe Belgium has the largest number of millionaires (in US $) in relation to the number of inhabitants. These figures come from the Boston Consulting Group. In the world top ten, apart from Switzerland only three Arab oil countries, the US and Singapore outdo Belgium. 

See also :

http://www.bcg.com/impact_expertise/publications/files/Global_Wealth_ES_Sept_2008.

pdf

11/09/2008

Jan De Nul dredging company and consortium win contract worth € 620 million for the expansion of the port of Duqm in Oman.

The contract is an extension of an existing contract that is currently being carried out by Jan De Nul Group in consortium with CCC/STFA for the construction of a new port and dry dock complex in Duqm. This extension to the contract brings the consortium’s total investment in the new port complex to € 1 billion. The additional work includes extension of the breakwaters and deepening of the harbour basin and access channel. The two companies will have an extra two years to finish the new port complex. Completion is foreseen for May 2012.

See also :

http://www.jandenul.be/newsitems/NF200809A.pdf
12/09/2008

Belgium in 4th place worldwide in attracting foreign investments (2006) 

A study by the Catholic University of Leuven (KUL) professor Leo Sleuwaegen, “Foreign Direct Investments, trends and developments”, indicates that Belgium is in 4th place worldwide in attracting foreign investments (2006). Only the US, the UK and France outdo it. With 72 billion dollars worth of inward investments our country is doing very well. In 2006, 63 billion dollars left Belgium in outward investments, giving a positive balance of 9 billion. The economic importance of foreign companies in Flanders and Brussels is increasing, both in terms of employment opportunities and added value. In 2007 there were 5,318 foreign manufacturing and service companies active in Flanders, or 7% of the total. They employed nearly 600,000 people, which is 41% of employees in those sectors. With € 57.4 billion they realise more than half of the value added (51 %). 

See also : 

http://www.flandersdc.be/view/nl/1397367
12/09/2008

Belgium ranked 4th in Europe for lowest CO2 emissions from vehicles

Belgium is ranked fourth in limiting CO2 emissions from vehicles. Average emissions are 152 gram per kilometre, or 0.7 % less than a year earlier. In the top ten only Portugal (143 gr/km), Italy (146 gr/km) and France (148 gr/km) score better. In the span of 10 years car manufacturers have succeeded in cutting the CO2 emissions of their European fleet by 13 %. Belgium has done even better with a reduction of 16 %. The 14 biggest car manufacturers were included in the study.

15/09/2008

Faster business or work visas for foreigners

Since 15/09/2008 the Service for Economic Migration, which is part of the Immigration Office, has been operational in Belgium. This will give foreigners faster access to work or business visas allowing them to work in Belgium. Belgian embassies will continue to be responsible for delivering the visas. The new Service for Economic Migration will provide support for the embassies and other competent bodies, such as the local authorities and the Federal Public Services Employment and Economy. The Service for Economic Migration will also act as the point of contact for the business world, supplying information on obtaining work permits, procedures and exemptions.

See also:

http://www.annemieturtelboom.be/NL/migratiebeleid/08/22.htm
16/09/2008

Agfa Gevaert wins major contract with the Assistance publique – Hôpitaux de Paris

Agfa-Gevaert has won a contract worth around € 100 million from the Assistance publique - Hôpitaux de Paris (AP-HP). According to the French business newspaper Les Echos this is the biggest IT contract in the French hospital sector. The Belgian group bid for the project as part of a consortium with Capgemini, HP and Oracle. Cerner-IBM and SSII Atos Origin were also contenders. This ambitious project will create single medical dossiers for patients of 38 Paris hospitals, centralising identity details, prescriptions and examination results. The system will have 72,000 users spread over 43 sites. The project will be up and running within two years. 

See also:

http://www.lesechos.fr/info/sante/4772265-le-groupe-belge-agfa-emporte-le-projet-informatique-geant-des-hopitaux-de-paris.htm
17/09/2008

Lanxess makes substantial investment in Antwerp

The German chemicals company Lanxess is investing € 35 million in the expansion of its caprolactam plant in Antwerp. By 2010 capacity there will be increased by 10 % to 220,000 tons per year. This investment will further strengthen Lanxess’ position in the plastics industry. Besides caprolactam, Lanxess also produces glass fibre in Antwerp.


See also: 

http://corporate.lanxess.com/en/no_cache/corporate-home/media/press-releases/pi-singleview.html?tx_ttnews%5BpS%5D=1221746888&tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=9667&cHash=6e3f4efdf7
18/09/2008

Indian consortium Caliber Corporation opens distribution centre in Liège

Caliber Corporation, an Indian consortium of textile manufacturers and exporters, is to open a marketing and distribution centre in Liège. Caliber Corporation will commercialise the whole of its textile production from Liège, particularly furnishing fabrics sourced from Cauvery Hi-Tech Weaving Park in Lomarapalayam, in southern India. By establishing itself in Liège Caliber Corporation hopes to increase its profit margins by bringing end-users and manufacturers closer together and limiting the number of intermediaries. The European headquarters of Caliber Corp intends to call on local designers in order to be able to respond better and faster to the requirements of the local clientele.  Liège was chosen for its logistical importance in Europe. 

See also : 

http://www.calibercorporation.com/marketing_distribution.html
19/08/2008

Research centres can attract foreign talent even faster now 

Thanks to an initiative of Vincent Van Quickenborne, Belgium’s Minister for Enterprise and Administrative Reform, recognised research centres that want to bring in foreign talent will be able to do so in just a few days from now on. In October 2007 a new regulation came into force eliminating the need for recognised research centres in Belgium to apply for work permits for foreign knowledge workers.  Since then it has been enough for recognised research centres to conclude visiting agreements with foreign knowledge workers. Furthermore, from now on Belgian embassies and consulates will be able to issue visas to researchers with visiting agreements, without having to ask authorisation from the Immigration Office first. This means that taking on talent from outside the EU for recognised research centres will only take a few days now. 

See also : 

http://www.kafka.be/showpage.php?iPageID=40&sLangCode=FR
23/09/2008

Solvay strengthens position in high-quality fluorine compounds in Asia

The Solvay Group has inaugurated a new world-class production unit for polytetrafluoroethylene micropowder (PTFE) in China. It already had one in Marshallton, Delaware, USA.  The new factory in China will meet the dynamic local demand for innovative high-quality materials. PTFE micropowder is used in a wide range of complex applications like cosmetics, high-gloss inks, high-quality lubricants and heat-resistant materials. The new factory is part of Solvay’s strategy of geographic expansion in fast-growing markets. 
See also :

http://www.solvaypress.com/pressreleases/0,,66779-3-0,00.htm
23/09/2008

Important contracts in India for Walloon companies Amos and Open Engineering 

Several important contracts were signed during an AWEX (Wallonia Foreign Trade and Export Agency) economic mission to India with 17 participating companies. The Liège firm Amos signed one with the ARIES (Aryabhatta Research Institute of Observational Sciences) group for the study and delivery of an optical telescope with a diameter of 3.6 metres (11.8 feet). The contract is worth € 17.7 million. Amos has previously sold two simulators to the Indian Space Research Organisation, three collimators (optical instruments used to obtain a parallel beam of light) to various clients, as well as a 50 cm (20 inch) telescope for a research laboratory. The firm Open Engineering is going to sign an exclusive distribution contract with a section of the Tata (Tata Elxsi) group, which will distribute specialised software developed by Open Engineering for study bureaus. Generally speaking India is Wallonia’s 30th biggest customer. Total exports from Wallonia to India come to € 127.75 million (3.3 % of the total). The goal of the economic mission was to encourage Indian companies to invest in Wallonia. Three seminars were organised (biotechnology, logistics, aeronautics), with the participation of AWEX experts  and a fiscal expert specialised in the field of notional interest deduction, the fiscal ruling and fiscal stimuli that benefit research and development. 

See also :

http://www.awex.be/awex/FR/Principal/3Programme/1Recherchez/Popup.htm?Guid=%7BA59C00C1-6466-4B19-A554-C92EA00804CE%7D&Module=3Programme&Style=PageAffichageEnPopup
24/09/2008

IBA delivers proton therapy systems to two hospitals in the United States

IBA (Ion Beam Applications) develops and sells technologies, pharmaceuticals and custom-made solutions for healthcare, with the emphasis on cancer diagnosis and treatment. In cooperation with ProCure Treatment Centers, Inc. it will deliver proton therapy systems to the Central DuPage Hospital in Winfield, Illinois, in the USA and to the ProCure Proton Therapy Center of the William Beaumont Hospital in Royal Oak, Michigan. Construction of a first proton therapy centre in Oklahoma City is already underway. IBA is currently equipping six proton therapy centres worldwide – four in the US and two in Europe, and has six proton therapy centres that treat patients daily in the US and Asia. Proton therapy is a superior form of cancer treatment. 
See also : 

http://www.iba-worldwide.com/
25/09/2008

IBA and Hae Dong to cooperate to develop the PET radiopharmaceutical market (Positron Emission Tomography) in South Korea 

IBA is to provide support for the South Korean company Hae Dong in the training of doctors in the nuclear medicine sector. Hae Dong will also be IBA’s favoured partner in South Korea for the distribution of PET radiopharmaceuticals under an exclusive license from IBA. Likewise, IBA will be Hae Dong’s number one partner for PET radiopharmaceutical technology. The agreement with Hae Dong will increase IBA’s network for the production and distribution of PET radiopharmaceuticals with 7 extra centres in South Korea, 5 operational and 2 under construction. The IBA network now has 45 facilities all over the world. 

See also : 

http://www.iba-worldwide.com/pressroom/group/2008/09/IBA-AND-HAE-DONG-JOIN-FORCES-TO-GROW-MARKET-FOR-PET-RADIOPHARMACEUTICALS-IN-SOUTH-KOREA/nl
29/09/2008

Bridgestone expanding logistics centre in the Port of Zeebrugge

Japanese tyre manufacturer Bridgestone operates its largest European distribution centre in the Port of Zeebrugge, Belgium, and is now planning to expand its logistics centre.  The company aims at increasing its warehousing capacity by 40 %. Total investment is worth € 15 million.  The expansion of Bridgestone’s current concession will take place in two stages.

See also :

http://www.lloyd.be/nieuws/id22466-Zeebrugge_annonce_plusieurs_investissements_japonais.html
1
1

